
Improve patient's communication abilities by using non-verbal methods (e.g., gestures, visual cues)  (Davis
et al., 1979).
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Patients with severe aphasia
Patients with very limited verbal expression and comprehension

Target objects.
Picture cards of the target objects.
Picture cards related to the target objects.

Practice Materials

Show the patient an object and instruct them to select the matching picture card.
Ask: "Which picture card is the same as this object?"
If the patient cannot respond or selects the wrong card, the carer should demonstrate choosing the correct one.

Object-Picture Matching

Show the patient a picture card and instruct them to select the matching picture card.
Ask: "Which picture card is the same as this one?"
If the patient cannot respond or selects incorrectly, the carer should demonstrate the correct match.

Picture-Picture Matching
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Demonstrate the action associated with the object. Place the object in front of the patient and encourage them to
imitate the action.

E.g., Using a spoon: demonstrate picking up the spoon and making an eating motion, then encourage the patient
to perform the eating action.

Show the patient the picture card of the object and demonstrate the associated action, encouraging the patient
to imitate it.
If the patient needs assistance, the carer can physically guide them to perform the correct gesture.

Demonstrating Object/Picture-to-Action Matching
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The information provided is for reference purposes only. For professional management or to learn more, please contact a speech and language therapist.
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