
This method involves analysing a target word to strengthen the semantic network in the brain by
reinforcing its connections to other words, which helps patients retrieve the word more effectively
(Boyle, 2010; Efstratiadou et al., 2018).

Materials2Target Audience1

Steps3

Principles

Place the target word (as a picture or object) in the centre of the analysis chart. 
Ask the patient, "What is this?"
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Home Practice Guides: Semantic Feature Analysis
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Patients with mild to moderate aphasia A Semantic Feature Analysis chart, practice pictures, and a pen.
Or download our Aphasia Training App.

Practi MaterialsAphasia Training App

What is this?

1. What category does it belong to?
2. What do you use it for? / What function(s) does it have?
3. When do you use/see it?
4. What characteristics does it have? / Can you describe it?
5. Where do you usually use/see it?
6. What does it make you think of?

After the patient answers (or after a discussion), write the correct answer in the chart if the patient
understands text, or place a related picture there if they do not.
＊If the patient is unable to answer, the carer should provide the answer directly.
＊If certain questions do not have a reasonable answer, the carer may omit them as appropriate.

2 Ask the patient the following six questions about its meaning:

(1) (2) (3)

(4) (5) (6)
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Ask the patient to name the target word once more, "What is this?"
If the patient is unable to answer, the carer can say the word directly and ask the patient to repeat it.
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What is this?
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